
         Agenda Item 6 
 

To:  Joint Audit Committee 
 

Date:  24 September 2014 
 
By:  Director of Finance & Chief Finance Officer 

 
Title:  Statements of Accounts 2013-14 

 
 

 
Purpose of Report: 

 
 The Committee is invited to:  

 
1. review the final Statements of Accounts;  
2. review the letters of representation; and  

3. comment on the draft summary Group Statement of Accounts. 
 

 

 
Recommendations  
 

The Committee is asked to recommend for approval to the Police and 
Crime Commissioner and the Chief Constable their respective annual 

financial accounts and statements for the year ended 31 March 2014 
 

 

 
Introduction 
 

1.1 This report presents the Police and Crime Commissioner Group and 
the Chief Constables final Statements of Accounts for the 2013-14 

financial year. The report also comments on changes made since 
the draft accounts were presented to the Committee in June.   

 

1.2  The Independent Auditors Report, elsewhere on the agenda, sets 
out the Auditors assessment of the Accounts.  The Auditor proposes 

to issue an unqualified audit opinion on the Police and Crime 
Commissioners and the Chief Constables financial statements. 

 

1.3 International Standards on Auditing set out guidance on the use by 
auditors of management representations (ISA (UK&I) 580) and on 

possible non-compliance with laws and regulations (ISA (UK&I) 
250).  

 

1.4 The auditors have asked the Chief Constable and the Police and 
Crime Commissioner (and their Chief Finance Officers) to provide 

written representation where they are relying on judgemental 
matters (for example the level of likely incidence of a claim), which 



may not be readily corroborated by other evidence and also on the 
completeness of information provided. 

 
1.5 The letters are attached at Appendix A for information and review 

prior to the signing of the letters at the meeting. 
 
1.6 The Accounts must be published by the 30 September each year 

and, as in previous years, following the placement of a public notice 
in the local press, the Accounts will be placed on the PCC and Force 

websites with copies distributed electronically to local and national 
stakeholders, including a small number of hard copies to public 
libraries across Sussex.   

 
Statement of Accounts  

 
2.1  The draft accounts were considered by the Committee at the 

meeting in June. The Accounts were formally authorised for issue 

by the Chief Finance Officer and Director of Finance on 30 June 
2014.   

 
2.2 Minor adjustments have been made to the Statement of Accounts 

to reflect points raised during the audit. These were mainly of a 
presentational nature and financial misstatements below the 
reporting threshold.   A comparison of changes made to the Group 

Comprehensive Income and Expenditure Account and the Balance 
Sheet are attached at Appendix B. 

 
No significant financial issues were raised, however the  Auditors 
raised the following issues: 

 
PCC Accounts 

• Foreword – Amend to clarify group and PCC narrative 
• Pension top up grant – transferred from CC accounts 
• Police pension fund statement – transferred to CC accounts 

 
Chief Constable Accounts 

• Foreword – amend to reflect Chief Constables performance 
• Pension top up grant  - transferred to PCC accounts 
• Police pension fund statement – transferred from PCC accounts 

 
2.3 The final Statements of Accounts are presented to the Joint Audit 

Committee for final consideration prior to formal signature by the 
Police and Crime Commissioner and the Chief Constable. 

 

2.4 A draft Summary of the Group Statement of Accounts is attached 
for comment at Appendix C. 

 



Post Balance Sheet Events 

 

3.1 The only event after the balance sheet date requiring disclosure 
was the impact of the Stage Two PCC Transfer. 

 
Whole of Government Accounts (WGA) 
 

4.1 The WGA represent consolidated accounts covering the whole of the 
public sector as if it were a single entity. WGA consolidates returns 

for some 1,300 separate bodies and reflect the requirement of the 
HM Treasury’s Code for Fiscal Stability published in 1998. The Code 
commits the Government to producing accounts for the whole 

public sector on a consolidated basis where reasonably practicable. 
It also commits the Government to applying best-practice 

accounting methods in the production of its accounts. 
 
4.2 Completion of the WGA return by the required deadline is a 

requirement under the Government and Resources Accounts Act 
(GRAA) 2000.  Failure to submit both an unaudited and audited 

version by the due date could result in authorities being in breach 
of this legislation. 

 
4.3 An initial unaudited return was submitted by the due date to the 

Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) on 30 

June.   This has since been reviewed by the auditors.  The final 
audited return, to be signed off by the Chief Finance Officer, is due 

by 3 October.  This return will form part of the consolidated 
Government Accounts alongside central government departments, 
NHS trusts and other public bodies. 

 

4.4 The Auditors are required to review and report on the final 

consolidation WGA return and submit an audit certificate to the 
National Audit Office (NAO).  The return requires extra analysis to 

be undertaken of the audited accounts and figures included within 
the WGA return.  This is to ensure that certain defined transactions 
and balances with other public sector bodies can be eliminated.   

 
 

 
Contact:  Mark Rowe – Head of Finance 

Tel :   01273 404750      

Email: mark.rowe@sussex.pnn.police.uk 

 


