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       Agenda Item No: 19 
 

To:  Joint Audit Committee 
 

Date:  5 June 2018 
 

By:  Chief Finance Officer and Director of Finance 
 
Title: Update on the Inaugural Meeting of the Local Audit 

Quality Forum 

 

 
Purpose of Report: The purpose of this report is to share the 
presentations and key points arising from the inaugural meeting of the 

Local Audit Quality Forum run by Public Sector Audit Appointments 
(PSAA). 
 

 

Recommendations:  
 
To note the report. 
 

Terms of Reference: 
 

19. Reviewing the reports of the External Auditors and other inspection 
agencies (for example, HMIC) and ensuring that the appropriate 

action is being taken where necessary to address identified areas of 
weakness. 

 

20. Recommending approval of the external audit programme. 
 

21. Considering the reports of the External Auditors on the annual 
financial accounts and statements, including detailed consideration 

of the annual Management Letter and the report to those charged 
with governance.  Ensuring appropriate steps are being taken to 

address all issues of concern highlighted by the External Auditors. 

 

Background 
 

1.1 PSAA has created a new Local Audit Quality Forum and invited two 
delegates per membership (four in total for Sussex PCC and Chief 
Constable) to the inaugural event that was held on 18 April 2018.  
 

1.2 The Chief Finance Officer attended the event and his report follows.  
 

1.3 Over 150 Chairs of Audit Committees and Directors of Finance 
attended the inaugural event to hear from speakers and panel 

members with a wealth of experience of public audit from across 
the UK.  The programme included: 

 
•Sir Amyas Morse, Comptroller and Auditor General of the National 

Audit Office, on the importance of public audit, and the NAO’s role 
and responsibilities in relation to local audit 
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•Caroline Gardner, Auditor General for Scotland and PSAA Board 
Member, comparing and contrasting different models of public audit 

 
•Rob Whiteman, CIPFA Chief Executive, on their guidance on audit 

committees and on the annual governance statement 
 

•Jon Hayes, Chief Officer PSAA, outlining the appointing person 
arrangements 
 
•Gareth Davies, Partner Mazars LLP, on the key issues arising from 

2017/18 audits 
 

•Q&A panel of audit committee chairs 
 

1.4 The event materials are available to download: 

 LAQF presentation slides 18 April 2018 
 LAQF-April-2018-Amyas-Morse-speaking-notes 

 LAQF April 2018 Caroline Gardner speaking notes 
 CIPFA Developing an effective AGS March 2018 
 LAQF roundtable session 18 April 2018 

1.5 Other notes. 
 

Rob Whiteman - Rob Whiteman, Chief Executive 
 

1.6 Covered key topical subjects including: 
 

1.7 The importance of audit committees but the risk that some may not 
perform as well as others. 

 
1.8 The Annual Governance Statement  - Not a box ticking exercise but 

a statement of how we do governance.  

 See the CIPFA Developing an effective AGS March 2018 

1.9 Financial Planning – A number of issues covered: 

 
o Northamptonshire County Council and the Section 114 notice 

covered in detail. Clarification that a Section 114 notice can 
be applied to any financial year so it could be applied to say 

the 4th year of the MTFS.  
 

o CIPFA to issue a financial management and planning code. 
Consultation to take place. Could include how reserves are to 
be used. 

 

o They plan to put in place training and event in preparing 
MTFS. 

 
o Resilience - do councils have enough in place to stop using 

reserves up in the next three years. Cipfa to review and 

https://www.psaa.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/2018-04-18-LAQF-presentation-slides.pdf
https://www.psaa.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/LAQF-April-2018-Amyas-Morse-speaking-notes2.pdf
https://www.psaa.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/LAQF-April-2018-Caroline-Gardner-speaking-notes.pdf
https://www.psaa.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/CIPFA-Developing-an-effective-AGS-March-2018.pdf
https://www.psaa.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/2018-04-18-LAQF-roundtable-session.pdf
https://www.psaa.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/CIPFA-Developing-an-effective-AGS-March-2018.pdf
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highlight councils most at risk. Warnings about reducing 
costs of finance teams and effectiveness and governance. 

 
Audit Committee Chairs’ Question Time 

 
1.10 Provided first hand experience from Audit Committee chairs from 

local authorities and a PCC/Force of how they chair and run their 
committee.  

 
o Fiona Daley, Police and Crime Commissioner and Chief 

Constable for Cumbria 
o Cllr Sarah Nelmes,Three Rivers District Council 

o Cllr Richard Britton,Wiltshire Council 
o Cllr Nick Sharman,London Borough of Hackney 

 
1.11 It was a lively event of Q&A covering topics such as board 

membership, training, meeting format, Terms of Reference, 
understanding roles, risk appetite and attitude. 
 

Round Table 

 
1.12 The final event was a round table discussion to identify areas for 

future meeting content which were to be collated by the hosts at 
the end of the meeting. 

 
Conclusion  

 
1.13 It was a useful event and the agenda was relevant and interesting. 

It was good to see a PCC/Force JAC Chair presenting and I met 
other PCC/Force colleagues at the event so that should ensure we 

can influence the agenda going forward. 
 

1.14 I believe the event was seen as a success by PSAA and further 
events will be held in future. 

 
 

 
 

Iain McCulloch        
Chief Finance Officer 
Office of the Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner   
 
 


